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UE-28 beef supply balance sheet 

Source: DG AGRI 
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2011/2013 a 9% decrease due to: 

• Reduction of suckler cows herd (-480,000 heads) 
• Reduction of dairy cows slaughterings and increase of 

heads for replacement in dairy farms (expecting the milk 
quotas removal). 

• Impact on production costs of the high price of cereals and 
oilseeds 

Beef production in UE-28: after a decline a 
slight recovery expected in 2015-2016 

In 2015/2016 small increase of production because of: 

 Stabilisation suckler cow herd 

 More male calves from dairy herd 

 Decline of feed prices 
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Dairy and suckler cows herd in the EU-28 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Beef production in UE-28 by Member 
States 

  Partial recovery in 2014 (+2%) due to: 

  - more availabilty of male cattle from daries in Ireland, UK and 
Germany. 

  - remarkable rise in Poland (+22%) for  dairy cows slaughters 
(downturn of milk price and  overshooting of milk quota) and for the 
continuos increase of fattened cattle (in the previous years destined to 
export). 

Source: EUROSTAT 
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Beef consumption is expected to rise 
mainly in Eastern Europe 

Source: DG AGRI 
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Eu beef trade 

  Export: 
  - In 2012 and 2013 50% drop because of closure of turkish market and the reduction of 

export to Russia. Return to deficit situation. 
  - In 2014 25% increase: Russian embargo more than offset by export to the Balkans, 

Hong kong and Philippines.  

  Import: 

  - 10% increase from 2012 e 2014 (Brazil, Australia). Brazil still first supplier to the EU, 
but more focused on the Russian market (for the EU embargo) 
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EU Beef price (young bulls R3). 
The tightening of availability caused the increase of beef price starting from 2011. In 2014 a 
downward adjustment (-3%). New increase in the 1° half of 2015 in line with world market 
trend. 

- Poland: prices 20% lower than UE average (-30% compared to Italy) 
- Italy: prices 5 -10% above UE average 
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Italian beef supply balance sheet 
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Decline of Italian production: 11% 
decrease in cattle slaughterings in 3 years 

Source: BDN 
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The decline of slaughterings and beef 
cattle import 

Source: BDN 
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Feeder cattle import from EU partners 

Source: BDN 
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IT: Slaughterings by category and 
carcasses conformation 

Source: MIPAAF, elaborated by CRPA 
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IT: Young bulls carcasses conformation 

Source: MIPAAF, elaborated by CRPA 



Beef market in EU and 
Italy 

Workshop – Milan, Friday 2 October 2015 

 
15 

IT: Young bulls fat cover 

Source: MIPAAF, elaborated by CRPA 
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A downward trends of suckler cows herds 

Source: ISTAT 

Piemontese, Chianina, Marchigiana, Romagnola, Podolica, Maremmana 
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The share of  low cost imported beef is 
increasing (Poland and Brazil)  

Despite declining demand, the consumption of imported meat is growing. 
 
Beef import increases from countries with good logistics and distribution services (France) 
and/or lower prices (Poland (+ 26%) and Brazil (+40%)) 

Pro capita consumption decreased by 
14% from 2008 to 2013  

Imported beef consumption 
increased by 10%%  

Beef consumption from national 
livestock farms decreased by 23%  

Fonte: ISMEA 
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Young bulls prices (Charolaise and 
Limousine) 

Lower beef cattle availability on domestic market pushed the price, as in the rest of EU 
markets. A dowturn occurred in the 2° half of 2014 for the tight demand and the increase of 

beef import. New recovery in the 1° quarter of 2015 
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Profitability analysis of MEDIUM sized finishing 
farms: characteristichs 

Farms size (heads) 420 

Breed and type Charolaise, young bulls 

N° groups analysed 35 

Total heads 1.220 

Starting weight (kg) 414 

Final weight (kg) 723 

Finishing period (days) 224 

Daily weight gain (kg/days) 1,38 

Mortality rate 0,5% 

Morbidity rate 0,5% 

Fonte: ISMEA-CRPA 
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Profitability net and gross of direct payments (per 
head sold) 

Fonte: ISMEA-CRPA 
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Decoupled payments per head sold 
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Coupled CAP payments for beef farms change 
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Conclusions (1) 

• Finishing farms profitability strictly linked to French 
broutards availability  

• Limited suckler cows herd with low possibilities of 
development and not yet fully exploited through 
genetic development 

• Decline of consumption, change in consumers habits 

• Local beef breeds able to serve niche markets with 
high retail prices (+30%), efforts in differentiating 
mainstream beef by quality labels 

• Profitability of the farms still dependent on direct CAP 
payments 
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Conclusions (2) 

• Due to the prevailing specialization in French breeds 
young bulls and have good carcass conformation and 
low fat cover (positive and negative for consumption) 
• EUROP grid is unable to assess the eating quality of 
beef as well as being inaccurate in assessing the actual 
% of saleable meat  
• More appropriate classification systems should be 
introduced in order to meet quality standards required 
by consumers (e.g. MSA). 
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