
 

 1 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI) Board  
held at  

AFBI Newforge (Headquarters), Belfast 
on Wednesday 26 November 2008 at 10.00 am 

 
Present: 
 
Board members 
 
Mr Sean Hogan, Chairperson 
Professor David McDowell, Deputy Chairperson 
Mr Kieran Campbell 
Dr Michael Hollywood 
Dr Christine Kennedy 
Professor Grace Mulcahy 
Mr John McKinley 
Professor Stewart McNulty 
Mr Jim Noble 
Mr John Rankin 
Mr Michael Walker 
 
In Attendance:  Dr George McIlroy, Chief Executive Officer 

Dr Robin Boyd, Head of Business Support Unit 
Mr Paul Brennan, Head of Human Resources 
Mr Joel Ferguson, AFBI Business Manager 
Mr Stephen Cousins, AFBI Secretariat 

 
Apologies:  Mr Nicholas Mack, Board Member 

Dr Michael Camlin, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Dr Seamus Kennedy, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

   Dr Arthur Gilmour, Acting Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 
Welcome and Introduction 
 
The Chair opened the meeting and thanked all for attending.  The Chair 
acknowledged that today’s meeting was due to take place at AFBI 
Hillsborough but advised that the change of venue was necessary as 
construction work was ongoing at the Hillsborough site and to proceed with 
the original arrangements would have meant interrupting the work schedule. 
 
However, the Chair gave an undertaking that the Board would hold a meeting 
at AFBI Hillsborough early in the New Year (2009). 


